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Opposition from the Christian Reflector, 
We did not expect to carry on our enterprise a 


with some 


great length of time without meeting 
| opposition. We knew it would conflict with the 
| views and feelings of men of various sects and 
' 


| parties. We give our readers this week a speci- 


men of the character of the opposition with which 
The 
peared in the Christian Reflector, a Baptist paper 


we have to contend. following article ap- 


of this city. The subjoined reply was sent to the Ed- 
but it was refused. 
in the 


itor, 


We give his reasons for 


rejecting it, ditor’s own words ; we wish 
We entertain no un- 
Editor of the Reflector. 


The time we think will come when he will see that 


| him to tell his own story. 


| kind feelings towards the 





PRISONER HARP. 


For the Prisoner’s Friend. 


HOLY AMBITION. 
[BY A DISCHARGED ConvicT.] 
I'am somewhat ambitious, I own, 
if not, 
I ardently pant for a crown, 


there were cause to repine; 


That crown, if I will, may be mine: 
On wealth my affections placed, 

I covet what others have gein’d, 
And anxious their pleasures to taste, 


% 1 leave not a muscle unstrain’d. 


Bat is it with wealth that decays, 
I'd feign see my cotiers overtlow, 
Or garlands of popular praise, 
J seek to encircle my brow ? 
1 would not with warriors tread, 
Through rivers of warm gushing go:e. 
O’er heaps of the mangled and dead, 
Por wreaths by the conquerer wore. 
O no, it’s not these I desire, 
I wim ata loftier prize, 
'To holier things I aspire, 
My treasure is hid in the skies: 
Fiernity’s splendors I seek, 
A station adjoining its throne, 
The 


Whose martyrdom won them renown. 


joys of the humble and meck, 


Vain fancy has never disclosed, 
When lost in presumptuous flight, 
Nor carnal ambition proposed 
Enjoyments so lasting and bright. 
Fond youth in its loveliest dreams 
Ne’er pictured so lovely a land, 
Or conipuss’d the glory which beams 


Around its vi ‘torious b ind. 


O were my ambition to sleep, 
Shut out froma region so fair, 

My sou! would eternally weep, 
And writhe in the f 

Ill wrestle while yet there is life, 


fangs of dk spulr: 


Lest this be my last setting sun 
I'll tread the erena of strife, 
Nor leave it till Heaven is won. 


Ten thousand celestial forms, 
Who joyously closed their career, 
Are urging me on through the storms, 
And sweeping their harps in mv ear 


1 cannot, I dare not retreat, 


Though demons and de ith whet the swor 
My Saviour their wrath shall defeat. 
And I reap a victorious reward. 


J. 


his correspondent has misrepresented us, 
tedusso unkindly. We 


he will regret that he trea 
pal article—the letter from the 


fended give the origi 
KMditor of the Reflector, and the reply which he 
rejected: fee 

From the Christian Reflector. 
| ‘THE PRISONER’S FRIEND. 


Merssks 
| streets in the city of B—— 


of the 


, I saw on the side of a door 


Eprrors,—In passing wlong one 
the following inscription, ‘Tite PRisoneR’s FRIEND 
My attention was arrested. Thought I, what does this 
mean ? 
poor unfortanates. But where are 
| Can it be a preclamztion of displeasure against a just law, 


‘and of sympathy for those suffering Justly its penalty ? 


; Who would thus publish to the world that he is an enemy | 


' to the virtuous, and a friend to the vicious, and is engaged © 


in efforts to remove the burrier that protects the one and | 
ichecks the other ? or even be known as trying by sym- 


pethy, er in auy way, to take off from the guilty a part 
of a just punishment that they may be less deterred from 
erie ? But the iuscription wes there,and designed to 
be read, not by persons wrongfully imprisoned, if such 
there are, nor by any shut out from society ; they 
not see it. But it will be read by those in the way to 
robber 


aks a Word of eucouragement to every 


prison, by thieves, s, and murderers in heart if not 


indeed. ft ep: 


evil doer that passes by. It informs him where to look 


hould his wickedness ever be 


for sympathy and aid, s 


found out. Yer, from that door there seems to be made 


the proclamation to the vicious—* Act out your wicked 


intentions, and should vou in consequence bei uprisoned, 
ibe assured of our friendship then ; even if you murder 
| and it comes out, we will bestow upon you our kind at- 


sible. But if they do hang you, we will brand them with 


| being murderers, and call down the indignation of the 


community upon the executors of the law, and excite the 
one sent to heaven before his time.’ 

Suppos 
scription, 


‘some person should to-day read such an in- 


who by his conduct had cut himself off fro 


the kindness of kindred and friends. He might say with 
‘ Hlere ts 
True Tam a villain, 


wherever known. I love to act bad. 


himself, good news for me, something to cheer 


| me on. and am known as such 
Good men shun 
jme, though they would gladly take me 


ed of h Ving no fries 


+ 1 
to their bose « 


would [ reform. Iam almost t! 


imong the virtuous, and still T love | 


iniguity better th 
such friends, even. Tlow can I enjoy both, or at least 


Now Ih 


better sort of men, who have 


avoid losing both? ive It. Here is a nest of 
| philanthropists, some of the 


| tears all bottled up for just such rogues as Tam, if we 


should hippen to be caught. Even if Lact bad enough 
to deserve to be hung, and it gets out, these pent up tears 
will flow in abundance. Let me then act worse, and a 
I like it much, 


comes out, and I am imprisoned, why then, without re- 


little worse. It is my living ; and if it 


| forming, I gsin the friendship of the virtuous, who stir up 


and then | 


Here is posted up a notice of sympathy for some | 


' 
the unfortunates ? | 
} 


will | 


tentions, and tears, and keep you from the gallows if pos- | 


sympithy of the comimnnity toward vou, as the injured | 


withh ding it 


' suffering, there its sympathies are. 


ee ~ —- = _— —e ew 


in my behalf the deep feelings of their hearts. How con- | said, because it is so true, yet so little believed, 


soling, yea rejoicing that will be, to have the great and that they only really can and do sympathize with 
the good sympathising with me in my a nt and |} * the widowed mother and orphan children of the 


uniting their souls to mine in bonds of fi iend- | ; murdered ? (to use the instance of the writer) who 
ship, and proclaiming to the world aa I am among the ley mpathize also most dee ply with the suffering 


best hearted of men, lof the 


children, and tortured relatives in all degroes, 


though a murderer, 


murderer, his widowed wife and orphan 


Indeed, if men thus encourage others to commit crimes, 


| 
| 
| chains, 
| 
} 


ought they not to be considered as accessory to crimes | 


widowed, and orphaned, and tortured by the law 
of the land which is set to protect life, all life, the 


: ae ; life of the criminal as well as of his victim ; which 
tors of mankind ! they who have not any special tears |. ; ce ‘ 
. . ‘is set to protect the sweet relations of life which 
but for the punished : ‘ 
| grow out of our hearts, all our hearts, the hearts of 


committed in consequence of such encouragement, instead 


of being viewed as benefactors of mankind? DBenefic- 


| and aid for the truly unfortunate, 
criminal ; not even for the sufferer of wrong ; but for me ‘ es ; ree : 
the wrong doer. ‘The attention of the compassionate ts | the criminal, his wife, his children, his father, his 
not called specially to the injured, not even to t e wid- jmother, his brothers, his sisters, his remotest kin, 


owed mother and orphan children of the murdered, but to | his frie nds,as well as those of the victim of his 


‘crime. Sin always brings with it the greatest suf- 





the lawless and the guilty. ‘ The Prisouer’s Friend ° 


this day too often, like the Priest and the Levite, passes fering. Crime always inflicts a more dreadful 


~ woud upon the soul of the criminal, and those near 


to him, than the objects of crime ever feel. 


| by the wounded Samaritan, leaves him unpitied and un- 
cared for, but unlike the Priest and the Levite he blow, Sym- 


pathy must by its own be the greatest 


As is the suffer- 
s . . . ° 
tng of those we suffer with, so is the measure of 


jhe trumpet of notice that he hus sympathy and friend nature 


ship for the robbers of that Samaritan, And he manifests, | W here the suffering is greatest. 
it may be, a readiness to denounce in no measured 
| terms the robbed one and his friends, should they not be our sympathy, by the law of our being, which 


fully satisfied with such an exhibition of philanthropy. language truly declares when it says I suffer (i.e 
Said the 


man, killed in our streets a few years ago, by Gor- 


The nearest way for a person to reach the hearts of a sympathize) with you. widow of the 


certaia hand of the very good, yeathe only way, it 
would seem, in which he can move effectually, and se- mun, afterwards tried for murder, and convicted 
. Bs , < - - 


cure their sympathy and the exercise of their friendship, Pia . . ‘ 
© their sympathy and the . sean mrenes™ Ps of manslaughter, with her widow’s heart bleeding 


is to commit some heinous offence against God and man, 





in her bosom, and her orphans around her, their 


and be thrown into prison for it; and then a just repre- 


father murdered, said that widow, when speaking 
of the murderer, with a true, blessed, natural, hu- 
man sympathy, ‘how my heart pities his poor 
wife.’ 


| sentation of him in their view would be, not as one with 
his hands reeking with blood, standing by his mangled 
| and murdered victim, and surrounded by the widow and 
| childrea whombhe has made wretched and frantic with grief, And the — soul who uttered these words, 
bat neone on chained, +0 iahued, 06 assed, todesnvess | *™ the widow of an Irish laborer, her husband's 


murdered body lying in her house. Blessed soul! 


have the compassion of heaven and earth exerted in his 
behalf, 


| ? ; . » 
, chin and to relieve hin of 


and mighty and untiring efforts made to break the blessed in thy sisterly sympathy beyond the pres- 


his cruel sufferings! Such | ent thought or comprehension of that community 


|, philanthropists may merit a eulogy from the great enemy Whose law indicted and tried the murderer ; and 


of all virtue and law, as master-spirfts of disorder and would, if he had been convieted, as he was indict- 


crime, but ‘my soul, come not thou into their secret °— ed, of murder, ghave made his innocent wife 


seck not to be a Philanthrepist efter that sori. H. widow, and his innocent children orphans, and all 


the innocent kin of his blood and name a reproach 


and a shame as long as the memory of a Christian 


the Ed 


Reflector, declining to publish the answer to his 


itor of the 


_ 

| ‘The following is the reply of ; 5 i 

community could retain the fact of the murder, and 

the punishment. Gorm: rans ronvicte 

| correspondent: | . Gorman was not « onvicte d of 
; _ | murder, but of manslaughter, and is now in the 

Boston, July 28, 1846. - ‘. Des A sae aaa ; ‘ 

= ; ’ State’s Prison, his wife, his children without sup- 

Messrs. SPEAR: 


, i port, ina community which owns the law of Chris- 
Your reply to Tf., so ealled, is almost ; 


anything ba’ *. i : 4 i ‘ 
al lial tian love for itself, and lives under laws which 
should cure to publish. Be- 


iasufferable length, it is, we observe, an elabo- are enacted to protect life, and houses and prop- 
What is its protection for that family? 


held “Js ° 
»wspapers of the day 


such a communication us we 


| sides its 


~~ 


| rate and strange vindication of views, with which, as 
s, we can hold no sympathy. The n published these 


J. W. OLMSTEAD. 


by vourselve 
You holy words of the poor Irish woman, as touching 

—_ -and beautiful; the people who read the newspa- 
pers read them, as touching and beautiful. And 
how beautiful, how kuman, how 


But the law of the community 


The Christian Reflector of July $th has an ar- 
of H., 


' . . ree 
' condemnation of the cause advocated by ‘Th 


how touching, 
intended to be a 


e Pris- 


} iele ver . ele § re ° . 
i ticle over the signature divine they are! 


; where these words were read and approved, 


ners Friend.’ ’ . 
oner’s Friend, | would have hanged Gorman, and made a widow 
As is usual. in the like cases. itis a condemna- . s > ‘ 
ts is usual, in the like cases, itis a com |of the sad wife, and orphans of the sad children, 


without the 
| thought of pity, whom the poor Irish woman was 


tor ft « the writer I, rat rile hie *ause to . . . . . 
tion of what the writer understands that cat for the selfish end of self-defence, 


be, not of the cause itself. 


tle understands that cause to be, Ist,—to en- 


rich enough in her heart’s great affections to pity, 
A coytinuance in his crime, 


} at . - ° P ° 7 
courage the criminal in _ forgetting herself and her wo. Noble woman! bles- 


iruinal alone, 


by his 


and 2d,—to give its sympathy to the ci sed in the true riches of the affections, beyond the 
, power of outward poverty to make thee desolate! 
| If in thy loneliness thou hast been visited, if in 
*s tothe 2d vhich |, thy bereavement thou hast found solace, if in thy 
take first in order; it needs only to be said | poverty thou hast found relief, if in thy nameless 


from ethers who suficr 


crimes. 
cause of condemnation, 
will 
that the writer is mistaken in point of fact. The | sorrow thou hast found sympathy, it has been from 
Prisoner’s Friend has sympathy with all who suf- | those who are with, or will be with, or agree with 
I know thee 
' not, thy name has gone from me—yet in spirit am 
or by being the object of wrong, or in any way of Ithy brother ; art thou my sister ; we have prayed 


And let it be to the same spirit, we have found the same love, 


fer,and would aim to relieve allsuffering. Wherev- | the cause of The Prisoner’s Friend. 


er ahuman being suffers, either by doing wrong, 
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we have been together at the feet of the same Fa- 


ther God. 
The writer in the Reflector refers to the para- 


ble of the Samaritan, and makes him by mistake 
the man who fell among the thieves ; and says 
that The Prisoner’s Friend, like the Priest and 
the Levite, passes by the wounded Samaritan, but 
blows the trumpet of sympathy and friendship for 
the robbers of the Samaritan. That good Sama- 
ritan, who poured wine and oil upon the wounds 
of the man who fell among thieves, if he had 
chanced to meet the thieves, would have poured 
the wine and the oil of spiritual consolation upon 
their stripped and naked souls, which they had 
wounded at every blow they gave their victim ; 
and carried away with them forever from their 
crime, when they departed, more deeply wounded 
than their victim, for he was left only half dead. 
He would also have given them money, for char- 
ity’s sake, if they had needed it, not because they 
were thieves, but because they were men. But 
the Priest and the Levite who passed by on the 
other side, after looking at the man fallen among 
the thieves, would have been the first to sound the 
trumpet for a hunt after those thieves, and then, 
demand their death on the cross, in the name of 
the God of justice. 1s not the thief too, a man, and 
a brother? Shall he have no neighbor, is he now 
no longer neighbor, because he now most needs, 
and is now likely to feel the impression of loving 
kindness, and tender mercy, to restrain and re- 
deem him. We know the guiltof the criminal. We 
know the disaster he brings upon others and him- 
self. Crime is crime. We know the necessity of 
suffering to Bring atonement, and crime must suf- 
fer. But the suffering can not safely be inflicted 
by brother upon brother, in the name of punish- 
ment, under the thought of justice. This is but a 
repeating of evil ; an impossible attempt to over- 
come evil with evil. The idea of making crime 
suffer by punishment inflicted by our hands is the 
It comes out of evil in 


offspring of evil in us. 
It does not believe in 


the punisher. It is infidel. 
God, or his Son Jesus Christ, though it calls up- 
on their names. ft does not know them. 

I have in my mind now, it willnever leave me, 
the face of a mournful old man, witha bewildered 
countenance, sometimes brooding over an inward 
thought, sometimes seeming to look for something, 
as if he would ask ‘ where are they?’ God gave 
him among other children, two sons, whom he must 
love through all eternity, seek through all etermity, 
the fruit of a marriagessanctified and protected by 
law ; gave him a home, and set him in a family, 
sanctified and protected by law. » He lived under 
a law which says it exists to make homes sacred, 
families sacred, marriage sacred, mother and fa- 
ther, son and daughter, brother and sister, sacred. 
And then, be@ause these two sons beeame prodi- 
gal sons, cast away their birthright of love and 
peace, and at last plotted a murder, which yet they 
had not the wicked courage themselves to execute, 
the law, in punishment, which it calls justice, took 
their lives on the gallows ; violated in them, and 
in all connected with them, life, and all its sacred 
relations ; did towards them artd others, in return, 
all which they had done, and more, and worse. 
That penalty can never be right which seeks to 
protect life by violating all the relations which 
make life sacred. 

Who thus makes widows, who makes orphans, 
who makes fathers childless, and takes brothers 
from sisters, and plants thorns in pillows, and the 
arrow of shame, and everlasting pangs in human 
hearts, such as the individual murderer never can 
cause? Is it not the law itself, which punishes 
the killing of man by the killing of man, as well as 
the murderer? which punishes murder by murder? 
Is not society here itselfa murderer? IJ say not 
so. It would be hard to say it, I only ask the 
question. Is not society itselfa murderer? What 
ewill that father say of this? What will he an- 
swer? My brothers of society, my brothers of 
civilized Christian society, we were set together 
for other work than this of self-defence, by such 
means. Are weso poor of heart, that what is cal- 
led the first law of wild nature is to be the last 
law, the ultimate attainment of civilized Christian 
society? We were set to provide that the mur- 
derer should not be born ; that the murderer should 
not be educated ; that the man who has murder 
in his heart should never see or hear in the law 
which is over him, for his great example, word or 
sign that should lead him to regard life as violable. 
And if, after all, the murderer shall exist in act, 
then we must for our own sake, as well as for 
his, strive by what means we may to restrain or re- 
deem him. The first step towards his redemptiou 
is that society itself be releemed. We must not 
hang him. Thereby we violate all which society 








exists to protect, and set the example of conspic- 
uous public violation of the most sacred. From 
that society whose law hangs the murderer, the 
murderer can never cease. Let us know this and 
be wise in season. That community whose law 
declares that it will punish the killing of man by, 
the killing of man, which enacts that it will pre- 
vent the violation of human life by the violation 
of human life, can never be without the individu- 
al murderer in fact, for it is itself murderous in 
spirit, and has nursed the murderous spirit in him. 
This is said sacredly, not boldly. The law de- 
clares the spirit of the people which enacts it. It 
proposes to pass sentence only on the criminal, 
but it does also what it thinks not of, what it pro- 
poses not, it passes judgment on the state of the 
heart of the society which enacts it. When a 
community holds life so sacred that it cannot vio- 
iate iteven ina murderer, then from that community 
there is hope that the murderer may cease. ‘¢ All 
they that take the sword shall perish by the sword.’ 
This is the eternal law of the spirit. He said it 
who always pitied the sinner, always blessed the 
sinner, always reformed the sinner, because he 
never punished the sinner. Punishment, inflicted 
as such, without the element of love, by the hand 
of the law, always has had in it the spirit of the 
sin which it punished, and therefore it has never 
been effectual to prevent crime, never effectual to 
reform the criminal, and by God’s infinite law 
never can be. 

It is to put into the enactment of human law some- 
thing of this spirit of Jesus, if that be possible, and 
we know it is possible that, The Prisoner’s Friend 
is partly laboring. We are full of weakness, yet 
we have the marvellous strength of faith in the 
words and life of Jesus. We know that the only 
thing in God which redeems sinners is love ; then 
We know we have our 
measure of love, we know also, how well, that we 


can aught else in man? 
have great lack of love. We admit our errors, 
our sharpness, our impatience, our hasty, some- 
times harsh words. Brother! whose words have 
moved me to this answer, prevent us not by mis- 
Rather come and 
help us, for know that we mean well. We know 
that we mean well, and we know that well mean- 


representation of our course. 


ing never failed at last to accomplish its object, 
It has the promise. We work with 
the promise. * Seek and ye shall find ; knock and 
it shall be opened unto you.’ Thy clositlg words 
were, “my- soul come not thou into their secret.’ 


well doing. 


Our secret is love to God and love to. man—to all 
of man—whether innocent or guilty, whether sin- 


ning or sinned against—but chiefly we are led to 
labor now for him who is the most unfortunate of 
guilty men, the prisoner ; to whom society ae- 
knowledges no wrong, but has great wrong to an- 
swer for. Remember that these words, ‘my soul 
come not thou into their secret,’ were the words 
of the father Jacob to his sons, Simeon and Levi, 
who were murderers, because of their murder. 
Yet though he prayed, as we pray, to be delivered 
from their experience, the murderer’ dreadful ‘se- 
cret,’ and declared the curse which God in his in- 
evitable spiritual laws had affixed to their crime ; 
yet still he loved them as his sons; still he shed 
not their blood for blood ; and yet still he had com- | 
passion for those whom their acts of murder had 
bereaved, notwithstanding. 





But little room is now left to speak of the first 
point of the objection of the writer in the Chris- | 
tiam Reflector, which was stated in the beginning, | 
viz., that The Prisoner’s Friend encourages the 
his crime This is the mistake 

needs a deeper analysis of that 


criminal in 
who 


of one 
in human nature which leads to crime, and who is | 
probably ignorant of some simple facts which we | 
will briefly state. 

He thinks The Prisoner’s Friend encourages 
the criminal in his crime. If so, society is bound 
to detect such persons, and punish them, and the 
State will punish us. But this State 
It thinks differently of the work of The Prison- 
One part of that work is the relief | 
of discharged convicts from our State’s prison, | 


is wiser. 
er’s Friend. 


who come out at the rate of about one hundred a | 
year, mostly homeless, hopeless, poor, friendless, 
outcast. None ‘but the discharged convict can un- 
derstand the meaning of that last word. The 
State, upon their discharge, gives them a few 


dollars, never exceeding five, and has an agent at | 
an annual salary to help provide for them employ- | 
ment. But this office isa sinecure. Next to no | 
prisoner applies to him. This class of persons have | 
heretofore been the standing criminals of the | 
State, destined to return again to the State’s pris- | 
on on a short interval, through a repeated and | 
still repeated course of crime, conviction and sen- | 





tence.. They are known in the sad language of | 
o i 


| criminal. 


our newspaper criminal reports as ‘OLD ’uNS.’ 
Sad enough is it for any age when its crime can 
thus be turned to a jest, and the jest finds a most 
ready and popular sale in the streets. ‘These per- 
sons do not feel the State to be the prisoner’s 
friend. They do not find that the State has what 
they need, a sympathizing, patient, helpful, strong, 
human heart. They are outcasts; the State 
marks them by its officers as candidates for 
crime, and objects of suspicion; they are rejected 
from the brotherhood and employment of the re- 
spectable, and they turn to the brotherhood of the 
evil, and the employment of crime. Crime be- 
comes their trade. Every State has hitherto had 
these criminals by trade, by profession. ‘These 
men find in that sign of The Prisoner’s Friend 
which has excited such abhorrence in the mind of 
the writer in the Christian Reflector, the sign of 
their salvation. It may seem death to his imag- 
ination, but to the experience of these men it is 
life—has been life. here they have found 
Christian, human sympathy, kindness, relief, en- 
couragement to good, and what of all they most 
needed, for retormation of life, and what no 
others have found or could find for them, employ- 
ment among the respectable and the virtuous. 
What the State may pay agents to do, yet cannot 
effectually do, that The Prisoner’s Friend has 
done, is doing.. The State should own its agen- 
cy asa public benefactor; does now own it as 
such in this one department of its labor. Does 
not the State know that John Augustus is its 
most efficient officer of criminals, though he does 
not bear that name? 

The writer in the Reflector has not analyzed the 


He 


some man prone to crime, seeing the sign of ‘The 


human heart deeply enough. has fancied 
Prisoner’s Friend, as he passes down Cornhill, 
and reasoning upon it; and the writer has carried 
out his reasoning in his article, where it may be 
found at length. He is mistaken. It would be 
the very reverse of what he has stated. A crim- 
inal, seeing that sign, if the evil spirit was still 
too strong in him for the good to have a place, 
might sneer at the thought of men laboring in 
such a cause; but in that sneer he would do 
homage to the righteousness of their purpose. 
He would know that they had no encouragement 
or sympathy for his evil; that they had encour- 


agement only for his good; that they meant to | 


cast the evil spirit out of him, that that was their 
The devils 


cast 


purpose; and he would avoid them. 
never willingly come to those who mean to 
them out. They ask not to be tormented before 
their time. But every criminal, who had hope 
and purpose of amendment, in whom the good 
spirit was seeking for a place to enter in and 
dwell, would know that that sign would lead him 
to all that would strengthen him to give the good 
the mastery over the evil spirit, and make him, 
if that be yet possible, a righteous man again. 
Crime never balances chances, as the writer in 
the Reflector supposes. 
ing inward propensity, favored by circumstances 
and opportunity. ‘Therefore, to prevent crime, 
the State must betimes prevent the propensity, 
strengthen the good to govern it, take away un- 
favorable circumstances, close opportunity, make 
itself better, reform itself,—that is the punishment 
which shall stop crime. A nature such as the 
writer in the Refiector has introduced, as balanc- 
ing the advantages and disadvantages of crime, 
would not be the public criminal, but the outward- 
ly good man, from policy. You would find him 
outside of the State prison, most likely, among 


_the thriving ranks of trade, and the professions, 


perhaps even a partaker at the communion table 
of a church, since that is a gainful recommenda- 


tion of good character; but only by the accident of | werd. 
_imprudence would he be betrayed into open 


crime, and brought to conviction as a public 
All the duties of so called ‘ perfect ob- 
ligation’ in the books of morals, because the law 
punishes the breach of them, he would be found 
fulfilling, to the letter. All the duties of ‘ imper- 
fect obligation,’ as they are called in the books 
of morals, because the law does not punish the 
breach of them, which yet are the heart and 
soul of all morals, he would be found to vio- 
fate, if the law of opinion and respectability, the 
unwritten law of the State, would permit him to 
violate them. 
not be likely to be found in the State’s prison. 
His powers of reasoning would make him a pol- 
itic person; he would be amenable to the criminal 
law only by the accident of great temptation and 
exposure. B. 





i> There are three persons in Alleghany Co., Pa., 


in prison, charged with murder in the first degree. 





Itcomes of overmaster- 


The man he has supposed would | 


PIRUSONDIS WiRLN Ds 


‘1 SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE PENALTY OF DEaty 
ONTIL I HAVE THE INFALLIBILITY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMon. 
STRATED TO ME.’-—-Lafayette, 
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Note from the Senior Editor. 
SPRINGFIELD, Aug. 30, 1846. 


In consequence of ill health I am unable to write 
a second letter. I have some‘ very curious and 
interesting facts, relating to some transactions jy, 
New Haven, particularly in reference to the re- 
fusal of the Methodist church for a lecture on 
Capital Punishment. During my absence I have 
presented the subject of an Asylum for Discharged 
Convicts. In Springfield I found no less than siz 
different denominations ready to unite in carrying 
Some aid has been ob- 


The partic- 


forward this great work. 
tained. Springfield has done nobly. 


ulars hereafter.—c. s. 





Sympathy and Labor Wanted. 

Daily we are receiving letters from persons 
asking aid for their friends and connexions, who 
are in prison, or who have just been discharged, 
or from the prisoners themselves, asking aid. 
Many of them are of a most interesting character. 
We give the following as specimens, asking our 
humane readers to bear in mind that notwith- 
standing we find great pleasure in aiding this class 
of people, yet it consumes much time, and in- 
volves us in much expense. By the bye, letters 
like these are the most satisfactory answers that 
can be given to such cavillers as the writer in the 
Christian Reflector, whose unfounded suspicions 
and false representations are so elaborately and 
The 


grossness of the charge of this writer, that our 


ably replied to by our correspondent ‘ B.’ 
paper encourages the criminal in his vicious 
course, is most fully shown by such letters, and 
he is proved to be ignorant alike of human nature, 
the glorious Author of that nature, and of Hir 
who is the ‘express image’ of that Author. 
We had 


Here is one of the letters. intended to 


| give others, but our narrow limits forbid:— 


‘Dear Frienvs—I have taken this opportuni- 


tv, with the permission of the officer of the shop 
in which I work, to write a few lines to you. IT hive 
been an inmate of this prison since the thirtieth day 
of October last. 


I was sentenced for the term of ten 


| 


months. ‘The accusation was swindling aman. My 


| My motive 
I shall t 


23 years of age next October, and out of that time | 


time expires on the last day of next month. 


in writing to you, sirs, is to get me a place. 


have been confined five years in prison, two of which | 
spent in Charlestown prison. I came out with the de- 
termination to be an honest man; but I had been in the 
State Prison, and that was enough to condemn me in th 
eyes of every man that wished to be thought honest. 
then made up my mind, as I could not get any encour- 
agement to lead an honest life, that I would live by my 
wits. For the last three years I have had no desire to 
reform, until Mr. Phelps sent me one of your papers, in 
which I see that you are willing to help such men as m 
if we have only a mind to put our shoulder to the whee! 
I never became a thief from inclination. It was fron 
necessity. And now, dear sirs, if you will give me 
helping hand, and a word of encouragement, I think you 
will never have cause to repent it. Iam really sick of 
leading such a life, and nothing but absolute necessity 


shall cause me to continue it. 





You may say, sirs, that nothing ought to induce me to 


be dishonest. If I were as honest as I was when I was 
quite simall, I think I had rather beg than steal; and | 


am confident now, if I could but find some person that 


| would put confidence in me, and did not seem afraid to 
| trust me, he would find me faithful in every sense of th 
You will almost, in nine cases out of twelve. 
find that if you ask a man what he was sent to priso: 
for, he will teil you, for nothing; and I have hear 
ministers of the gospel, those reverend men who rea 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, ‘ Judge not, that ye be not 
| judged,’ I have heard those same men say, that they 
would never believe a man’s reformation perfect, wh 


said he was sent to prison unjustly. I was sent to this 
prison for having no other crime than a bad character 
But I don’t suppose you want to know so much what 

to be 


man has been as what he wishes to be. I wish 


honest, and I will be if Lean. The bearer can tell you 
what sort of a man I am, and if you conclude to give m« 
a helping hand, you can send me a few lines throug! 
him, if it is not too much trouble. 


I am, sirs, your humble servant, 


East Cambridge House of Correction, 
July 13, 1846.” 


Leonard Church, of Ashfield, «nd 
E. Munroe, of Redding, will cheerfully act as agents for 


New AGENTS. 





the Prisoner’s Friend. 
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POETRY. 


A WELCOME: FOR ELIHU BURRITT. 
BY H. G. ADAMS. 


* His brow is wet with honest sweat, 
He earns whate’er he can; 

And he looks the whole world in the face, 
For he owes not any man. 


Longfellow’s Village Blacksmith. 

Up, toiling fellow-countrymen! 
The good ship nears the strand, 

That bears a true and honest man 
From the far western land ;— 

Up, up and give him welcome! 
No hats off and no cheers, 

But meet him as a friend meets friend, 
After the lapse of years, 

With nervous graspings of the hand, 
And glances full of love, 

And joyous words, and smiles as bright 
As sun-burst from above. 


What though your cheeks be sun-embrowned, 
Your hands grown hard with toil ; 

Think ye he’ll not return the grasp, 
And render smile for smile? 

What though your speech be rude, and ye 
Of knowledge have small store; 

While he hath mastered many tongues, 
And deeply drank of lore; 

Will he disdainful turn away, 
And scorn his fellow-men? 

Oh, no! ’tis such as you he loves, 
Up, up, and greet him, then! 


He cometh not as monarchs come, 
In pomp, and pride, and state; 

He cometh not as heroes come, 
With deeds of blood elate; 

He wears no kingly crown, and yet 
In truth, a king is he— 

A mighty one—in realms of mind 
He hath a sovereignty ; 

He bears no sword, no laure! wreath, 
Yet who like he hath fougot, 

And difficulties overcome, 
And deeds of greatness wrought ? 


He sends his messengers before, 
The blessed words of peace, 

To bid all strifes and jealousies, 
And vain contentions cease ; 

His ‘ olive leaves’ are scattered round, 
And borne on every gale; 

Oh, may the lessons there impressed 
O’er human hearts prevail! 

Then up, my fellow-countrymen, 
And greet this working man— 

This pioneer in life’s great march, 
And leader of the van. 





From the New-York Tribune. 
EROS AND ANTEROS. 
BY AUGUSTUS SNODGRASS. 
"Two mighty principles, dividing ever, 
Combating fiercely, yet destroying never 
From First til] Now,—from Now to last Forever. 


In the invisible Kingdoms of the sky, 
In the great movement of Humanity, 
In each free mind two Principles rage high: 


One is the holy Love for all great Good 
That raiseth us unto that gentle mood 
With which the holy Angels are imbued. 


The other is the hate of all great Good, 
That sinketh us into that fearful mood 
With which the lower Demons are imbued. 


It is the attractive and repulsive force 
That guides the whirling planets in their course, 
Or sends them shivering through the Universe. 


One unto pure deeds guides the Nations far, 
The other, shouting in his rampant Car, 
Hurls fierce the fiery thunderbolts of War. 


Like the invisible warriors fierce and bold. 
That fought for Sovereignty of Heaven of old, 
These through the Universe their flags unfold. 


Success in mortal eyes oft gilds the Wrong, 
And fiends triumphant win the shout and song 
That to the Holy Ones should e’er belong. 


O it is fearful, without Purpose high, 
To stand, between these Warriors of the sky ; 
"T is ferrful thus to stand, to yield or fly. 


If firm in one graat purpose to the end, 
Thou shalt not lose, thongh all else tamely bend ; 
Thy path thou canst triumphantly defend. 


GENTLE WORDS. 

Those words that breathe of tenderness, 
And words we know are true, 

Are warmer than the summer time, 
And brighter than the due. 


From the People’s (Eng.) Journal. . 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND. 

















MISCELLANY. 


Cees me 





[The following, from the New-York Tribune, is a good 
illustration of the numerous cases that often come under 
the observation of persons who frequently yjgit Prisons. 
The Home mentioned below was instituted B¥ the New- 
This insti- 
tution must do great good, if properly managed, and we 
devoutly pray that it may be abundantly sustained, not 
only by prayers, but also by benefactions.]—s. M. s.: 


THE VICTIM OF CIRCUMSTANCES, 


A death occurred at ‘The Home’ a few days 
since, so full of melancholy interest and deep mo- 
nition, that it may not be passed over silently. 

At an early age, by the death of her mother, R. 
was left to the sole care of an intemperate and tyran- 
nical father. As he was exceedingly poor, a ser- 
vice place was procured for the child, as soon as 
she was able to work. Her employers were kind, 
and became much attached to her, but her father, 
urging religious scruples, literally tore her from 
her comfortable home and her only real friends. 

Her next place was in the country. She was 
then 16, and possessed—luckless dower for a poor 
Under the most favorable cireum- 


York Prison Association about a year since. 


girl—beauty. 


stances, what is the moral strength of sixteen? 


With only fitful gleams of moral or intellectual 
light, and with no warning voice to whisper of in- 
evitable consequences, is it strange that the unwa- 
ry feet were caught in the tempter’s toils? This 
cruel blighter of innocence was her employer’s 
son. ‘The deep devotion with which he had in- 
spired her was proved by her afterward following 
him—alone and unprotected—to one of the Eas- 
tern States, where he had been sent to College. 
Her timidity probably prevented ber from inqui- 
ring for him, so she wandered round the building 
in hopes of meeting him, until weary and discour- 
aged at her fruitless search she procured a service 
place. Some circumstonces in the conduct of the 
girl induced the person with whom she engaged, 
to make particular inquiries respecting her past 
life. With the confidingness of her age she dis- 
closed all. The young gentleman was immediate- 
ly summoned and confronted with his victim. 
What could he do to repair the ruin which his 
heartlessness had made? Nothing but give her 
money—money to pay for a life of misery and deg- 
radation !—desire her to go to New-York, and if 
at a future time she should need pecuniary assis- 
tance, to call on a friend of his who would aid her. 
Her labor for sometime prevented the necessity of 
an application, and when driven by extreme des- 
titution to solicit the proffered aid, the insult she 
received, made her keenly feel the depth of deg- 
radation to which she had fallen. ‘Then followed 
dark years of intemperance and pollntion, till at 
length the haunts of infamy were exchanged for a 
prison’s walls. 

Why—why will woman feel that, having once 
fallen, she must ever after lick the dust? Though 
she lose her way in a dark and tangled wilderness, 
let her not cast herself despairingly upon the thorns 
and brambles, but, looking upward for Heaven’s 
light, seek once more to gain the clear and open 
path. Surely one fall, one wandering cannot 
extinguish all the energies of the soul, crush 
the deep affections of the heart, and so paralyze 
the victim that unresistingly she shall syffer cir- 
cumstances to chain her forever to theearth. Spi- 
rits of immortal destiny—children of an Al- 


| mighty Father—how can ye so distrust the power 


He has given you to resist and conquer? 

Strong resolyes—true courage—loyalty to one’s 
self and heaven will subdue cireumstances—and 
though many, very many, glances of contempt 
and words of reproach may wound and discourage 
—many, ay more cheering looks and helping hands 
and loving hearts will encourage and sustain. 

During the last winter a frequent visiter to the 
prison became interested in R. and when she left 
it, procured her admission at the Home. 

When she entered it, her air was languid, and 
she had a bad cough, which soon increased and 
indicated the are that insidious, invisible 
enemy of human life nsumption. | 

The poor creature was not quite alone in this 
bright, glorious, and happy world ; bright, glori- 
ous, and happy, to those whose virtuous resolution 
an! noble purposes have been so cherished in 
youth by holy influences, that no seeds of femorse 
are sown to embitter age. She had a blind broth- 
er, whose regular attendance at church attracted 
the notice of a benevolent family. They invited 
him to their house, inquired into his circumstances, 
heard of his sick sister, and immediately visited 
her. Their own doctor was kindly sent to con- 
sult with the regular physician, and a clergyman 
was introduced who continued to visit her during 
her illness. 








To prevent having her sent to the Hospital, one 
of the daughters agreed to pay her board at the 
Home, furnished her room, and supplied the little 
comforts so necessary in sickness. It was touch- 
ing to see the early spring violets on the little table 
beside her bed. 

She was confined to her bed but a few months, 
and throughout her illness was exceedingly patient 
and gentle—unwilling to give trouble, and grateful 
for the least attention. 
sed her lips, but a deep conviction of her own de- 


No reproaches ever pas- 


linquencies seemed to possess her mind. 

Her generous friend had given her a prayer- 
book, which, as long as she had strength, she ap- 
peared to take much pleasure in reading. Her 
expression indicated a mind at peace with all the 
world—full of trust in the Unseen and Eternal. 

This is but a bare relation of facts. Ne picture 
has been attempted of the invisible world of 
thought and feeling--of that inward struggle which 
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, and which hath 
not entered into any mind to conceive, but those 
who have passed through the same strife, covered 
with defeat and disgrace. j 

And where is the author of this moral devasta- 
tion? Rich in academical honors, has he taken 
his place at the Bar, or in the Pulpit! Youthfu 
indiscretion would be no obstruction to future re- 
spectability and eminence. ‘The act which threw 
a passing shadow over his frame, darkened her 
Such is man’s justice! Thank 
SUMMER. 


whole existence. 
heaven, not God’s! 





Disosenience To Parents. An ancient Apos- 
tle predicted that in the last days children would 
be disobedient to the counsel and dictation of their 
parents, And has not that season arrived when 
there is a wide-spread unwillingness, on the part 
of the son, to observe the mandates of the father, 
or the daughter, to be swayed by the gentle in- 
structions and mild reproof of the interested 
mother; ‘Truly, we are called on to deplore the 
evil which has and must follow the reckless regard 
which is evinced by the young to the right and safe 
path pointed out by the aged or those of riper 
years. Says a worthy, eminent preacher, A. P. 
Peabody, in his Thenksgiving Sermon, ‘ It seems 
to me that even within my remembrance there has 
been inthis respect a very great change for the 
worse. ‘The commandment used to be taught, 
‘Honor thy father and mother,’ and ‘Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord.’ But, now, from 
what I witness frequently of the mutual relation 
of children and parents, I should almost imagine 
that it had been written, ‘ Honor thy son and thy 
daughter,’ and ‘ Parents, obey your children.’— 


{Christian Herald. 





Effects of Kindness. 

The following story, related by a criminal, shows that 
even the most abandoned have a tender place in their 
hearts: 

‘I passed one day by a Savings Bank in the 
city of , When many poor people were about 
making their deposites, I stepped into the bank 
for the purpose of robbing somebody, if occasion 
offered. 1 was attracted by the appearance of a 
woman, with a bank book full of ‘notes in her 
hands, and achild in her arms. The child be- 
came restless, and, in quieting it, she slipped her 
bank book into her pocket. I immediately slip- 
ped it out, and then walked into the street, and 
lingered a moment to see the end of the matter. 
In a few moments the poor woman came down 





the steps, having discovered her loss; she was 
weeping bitterly. ‘The people all sympathised 
with her, and some one near me said it was a very 
hard case, thatthe woman was very poor; that 
she had an intemperate husband, and that the 
money so unexpectedly lost, was her little all. 
This was calculated to move the hardest heart ; 
but when I looked at the child, and saw it raise a 
little white handkerchief to its face and cry bitter- 
ly, I could no longer forbear. 1 followed the wo- 
man and addressd her: ‘My good woman, did 
you not lose some money just now?’ ‘ Yes, sir, 
indeed I did.? ‘Well, here it is.’ I handed 
her the money. ‘I am the one who took it. 
Walk around a square or two and then deposite 
it; if you go tothe bank immediately I shall be 
suspected.’ ” 


Apatuy or a4 Crowp 1s Cases or Enoivin- 





vat Distress. A poor strawberry woman, 
coming over to Brooklyn from New York, says 
the Brooklyn Eagle, accidentally fell into the fer- 
ry dock, on the latter side. She was, however, 
extricated, without any serious damage, farther 





than the fright, the cold bath, and a slight con- 


tusion of her hand. The poor creature, being lift- 
ed safely on terra firma, thanked God, and sat 
herself down—thoroughly exausted, of course— 
Then saw we a practical ex- 
At least 


to dry in the sun. 
emplification of a crowd’s heartlessness. 
a hundred well-dressed people surrounded the 
dripping woman—people, doubtless, with five 
dollar bills in their pockets, and not a soul offered 
the least assistance! For a while, even not a 
word of kindness! a lot of mere ‘ stupid starers,’ 
though at last one person, inquiring her residence, 
was leatling her to a carriage, to be transferred 
home—when a young gentleman, (for so he is,) 
attached to the ferry establishment, relieved him 
of the duty by taking charge of the woman him. 
self, and promising to have her conveyed to her 
domicil in Cherry-street. 





Borat Auive. We have often thought that 
some provision should be made by the gov- 
ernment against the possibility of living inter- 
ments. Death and the funeral follow each other 
so closely, that we have no doubt many persons 
are annually inearthed while alive. An exchange 
paper states, that since 1833, accidental circum- 
stances have prevented 94 persons from being in- 
terred alive. Of these, 35 personsrecovered spon- 
taneously from their lethargy, at the moment 
when the funeral ceremenies were about taking 
place; 13 were aroused under the stimulus of the 
busy love and grief about them; 7 by the fall of 
the coffin which enclosed them; 9 by the prick- 
ings of the flesh in sewing up the shroud; 5 by 
the sense of suffocation in their coffins; 19 by ac- 
cidental delays which occurred in the interment 
[how significant is this item!]; and 6 by delays 
suggested by doubt as to their death. We believe 
that in some parts of Continental Europe, the law 
compels the delay of funerals for a certain and 
satisfactory term. 


Diverse Spirits. There isan edifice on the cor- 
ner of City Hall Place and Duane-street, the upper 
portion of which is used as a church, and the basement 
for a liquor and wine vault—quite an extensive bottling 


Whethe: 


this was the origial occasion of the following we know 


establishment being conducted down below. 


not, but somebody perpetrated the annexed jeu d°esprit 
on, at least, a similar concern: 

‘ There’s a spirit above, and a spirit below, 

*Tis a spirit of weal, and a spirit of woe; 

The spirit above is a spirit Divine, 

But the spirit below is a spirit of Wine.’ 


Evipence or Insanity. A stranger argued, i 
a little knot of debaters on the side-walk, the other day 
says the Granite Freeman, that Christians could not do 
anything which Christ thought it wrong for himself to do 
Some one asked Deacon S. who the stranger was. ‘O 
I don’t know,’ said he, ‘he must be an insane man, ! 
think.’ ‘The question in debate was capital punishment 





Very Remarxkasie. The colored people of 
Washington have held a fair to raise $300 for the purpose 
of buying their preacher, who is aslave. ‘bet price 


for a good preacher, is very cheap indeed. 


CoMMENDABLE. A writer in one of the New 





Hampshire papers, giving an account of the executio» 
of Howard, bears testimony ‘ to the coolness and admi- 
rable propriety of the high sheriff.’ 


pL} It is stated in an Ohio paper, that of the convicts 
in the Ohio State prison and Cincinnati Penitentiary, twe 
hundred add twenty-six have been dealers or assistants 


in the liquor buisiness. 


Do Goop. Help others and you will relieve yourse!! 





Go out and drive away the cloud from that distressed 
friend’s brow, and you will return with a light heart. 


Capirau. A pedier overtook another gf his tribe on 
the road, and thus accosted him: ‘ Hallo, friend, what 
do you carry?’ ‘Rum and whiskey,’ was the prompt 
reply. ‘Good, said the other, ‘ you may go a-head, | 


carry Gravestones.’ 





_ AGENTS. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 
Isaac Austin, Nantucket. Post Master, Danvers. 
T. A. Smith, Annisquam. John Bailey, New-Bedfoid 
Benj. Spinney, ‘Taunton, H. Bates, Norton. 
Capt. C.Goodspeed, Hyannis, G. Higgins, P. M.Brewstez 
S. Higgins, Urleans Rev. Mr. Clark, ‘Truro. 
Noah Jackman, Attleboro.’ J.8. Hammond, Marbleh’d 
M. Polly, Leominster. J. A. Waite, Hubbardstor 
Nathan Wymen, Woburn, Hiram A. Morse, Holliston 
Rev. Wm. Coe, E. Medway. E. K. Whitaker, Needham 
Darius Smith, Weymouth. Leouard Church, Ashfield 

E. Munroe, Redding. 

VERMONT. 

Rev. Mr. Sanborn, Barre. Eli Ballou, Montpetier. 
Haskell& Palmer, Woodstock.Dr. Spaulding, Brattlebore 

NEW-HA™MPSHIRE. 
Leonard Chase, Milford. FE. K. Rowell, Manchester 
Rufus Merrill, Concord. Rev/I. Thompson, Halifax 

. RHODPE-ISLAND. 
Rev. B. Taylor, Providence. 
MICHIGAN. 


7 
aia a Adnan, W.H. Gray, Kalamazoo. 


! 
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